Paradoxically, Unesco was able to organize regional meetings of minis ters of science throughout the entire developing world before it finally succeeded in holding, in June 1970, the first conference of Ministers of European Member States responsible for Science Policy ('Minespol') To perform these tasks, the Bureau proceeds along three lines : cooper ation, analysis and information. Look ing at them in order, we find that cooperation has been developing in two directions. Specific research pro jects, such as those being launched in southeastern Europe along the Danube-Balkan axis in five scientific areas, come to Unesco for support, through its European Bureau. At the same time, contacts are being strengthened with such regional or ganizations as the OECD, the Euro pean Communities and the Council for Mutual Economic Aid ('COME CON').
As examples of what can be done by way of analysis, we see the Bureau embarked on a study of the various international and European scientific organizations, preparatory to an evalu ation of characteristic mechanisms for regional scientific cooperation. And in information, a first annotated bibliography on European scientific cooperation has been worked up to help guide those trying to find their way through thickets of acronyms and publications.
Even though the Bureau is young, it has already established good work ing relations with a number of in terested non-governmental organiz ations, among them the European Physical Society. Macioti says that the Bureau is particularly interested in EPS as it is one of the few inter national organizations with member ship representing all of Europe (other examples would be the Federation of European Biochemical Societies and the Euromech colloquia). At a sci ence policy meeting held in Budapest in July 1972 (in which EPS partici pated), experts suggested a number of scientific themes for specialized symposia. Macioti hopes that support for these activities will be forthcoming from European physicists.
Since the late Forties, two distinct currents of scientific cooperative exchanges have developed in Europe. One involves the United States and affects Western European countries ; the other involves the USSR and con cerns Eastern European countries. Present prospects for developing and strengthening a 'third current' of intraEuropean cooperation seem particu larly good. The general objective of such cooperation would be the pro per utilization of available resources to attain the maximum common good for the peoples of the region', Macioti has remarked. 'This may be pursued through the pooling of resources to achieve a critical size in certain bran ches of scientific research, through the provision of better scientific ser vices to the European community, and/ or through the promotion of industrial and technological development of the region which could improve the eco nomic and social well-being of Euro peans on the whole'.
Macioti is optimistic. He thinks that mounting costs, the scarcity of human resources, the necessity for joint norm-creating, the need for better services and specialization of science will lead most countries, irrespective of their social or economic structures, into closer working arrangements. This tendency, clearly recognizable throughout the world, will be partic ularly noticeable in Europe, he be lieves, where regional interests will prevail over ideological antagonisms.
As for the role that physicists will play in European social and economic development, Macioti feels this will continue to be substantial. True, cer tain branches of physics have been a privileged child of national as well as international science policies, and modern societies are going through a severe reappraisal of the role of science. Nevertheless, Macioti is among those who think that the new socio-economic goals of the 1980's (summed up most readily as the 'qual ity of life') will call for more and not less science. This means, in his opi nion, that fundamental research in physics will contribute significantly toward a better understanding of nature and help us live in harmony with our environment. 
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